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the true test of good government is that it raises the lowly to a higher
conception of duty, never that it degrades them to an even baser servitude.
But "a foolish consistency", a broad spirit of statesmanship, certainly
does not mould the sanitary and political policies of the Durban Munici-
pality!
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308. AN APPEAL TO INDIANS IN SOUTH AFRICA
We recommend that our readers carefully study the newspapers
coming these days from India, for that will convince them how our brethren
there are ready to rush to our succour. At the Congress session recently
held in Bombay, there was a very good discussion of the disabilities and
hardships we are experiencing here, and the speeches made there by our
representatives created such a strong impression upon that august body
that the leaders have begun to realise the gravity of our problem and to
make efforts to improve our condition. Even the Press has taken up
our case with vigour. All this is very satisfactory, and we should
be thankful to God that the representatives of the Indian people them-
selves have turned their attention to the redress of our grievances. We
should, therefore, be prepared to discharge our duties with greater enthusi-
asm. The proverbs go, "God helps those who help themselves," and
"You cannot go to heaven without dying yourself". Likewise we needs
must do our duty and, if we do not, our object will not be fulfilled. The
greater the help we receive from others, the greater should be the intensity
of our own efforts; for such help adds to our responsibility. It is but natural
that we should struggle to remove our hardships. If we did not, we would
be considered worse than beasts. When there are people coming for-
ward to help us, we must also think of our duty towards them, and
redouble our efforts and work with greater ardour and enthusiasm, so
that they may be satisfied, encouraged and feel that we are not unworthy
of their goodness. By proving our worth, we shall add to their zeal,
doing ourselves a service in the process. Even an utterly worldly man will
realise the truth of this. More so, those who are religious-minded.
It is, therefore, our earnest appeal to all our Indian brethren in
South Africa that they should ponder over what has been said above,
and be prepared to do their duty. When the Indian leaders are ready
to help us, it is our obvious duty to arm them with the means of doing
so; for we must know that, if we do not do so, they will not be able to
render us the assistance they would like to. The following three things
are at present needed: (1) we should keep up our efforts; (2) we should
keep them informed of the true state of our affairs; and (3) we should
provide them with sufficient funds to defray the expenses they might have
to incur for carrying on any activities on our behalf. All the three things
are quite necessary. The first two we are already doing to some extent;